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CALL FOR PAPERS

BODIES AND LANDSCAPES

If we can show that the flesh is an ultimate notion, that it is not the union or compound of two
substances, but thinkable by itself, if there is a relation of the visible with itself that traverses me and
constitutes me as a seer, this circle which 1 do not form, which forms me, this coiling over of the visible
upon the visible, can traverse, animate other bodies as well as my own. And if | was able to understand
how this wave arises within me, how the visible which is yonder is simultaneously my landscape, I can
understand a fortiori that elsewhere it also closes over upon itself and that there are other landscapes

besides my own. (The Visible and the Invisible, 140-1)

The 2026 conference of the International Merleau-Ponty Circle is going to be special on several counts:
first, it is the 50" edition of a collective endeavor that started back in 1976, and it's going to take place in
the very European city of Strasbourg, in English and French. The chosen topic is the relationship between
bodies and landscapes, their chiasms, their solidarities, and their interdependencies.

In today's society and culture, the question of orienting oneself is particularly relevant. The experience
of feeling lost in time and / or space, of feeling disorientated, of lacking bonds with the places we inhabit,
of seeking a sense of belonging, is more and more common. It is no wonder that many artists today
emphasize situated practices, based on the premise that place is part of the essence of any artwork. Maybe
place is indeed part of any subject’s identity, whether human, animal, or even non-living, and any subject
is the subject of a landscape.

Acknowledging the link between a subject and his/her landscapes is also key to discerning the power
relations between subjects: indeed, colonial domination always also implies crushing the landscapes of the
submitted peoples, importing one's own landscapes and imposing them upon the conquered territories,
even preventing the colonized from having a landscape by keeping his/her back bent. Highlighting this link
also helps us to better understand the situation of humans in the more-than-human world, in a constant
exchange with other living beings, and earthly beings. The notion of landscape aims at the active dimension
of the milieu and opens to the discernment of interdependencies.

Merleau-Ponty's philosophical works offer fruitful avenues for reflection on life in context, on the
correlation between the perceiving body and its surroundings, and the interdependence of subjects and
their environments, as well as the tensions and conflicts between subjects who share the same territory,

each in their own way. Among the questions raised are: what are the differences between a “natural”



landscape and an urban or industrial landscape? What makes a place a landscape, and for whom? Is this
landscape communicable, and in what ways does it risk “closing in on itself,” as Merleau-Ponty puts it? What
concepts of belonging and rootedness emerge from this? How do different senses contribute to a coherent
or dissonant landscape (visual, tactile, auditory, etc.)? Such questions arise in all fields of research and
creation involving living subjects: not only the arts, but also life sciences and environmental sciences, social

sciences, psychology, etc.

The conference will be hosted by the University of Strasbourg, by two research centers ACCRA (arts)
and CREPhAC (philosophy). We expect the submission of completed papers (max. 3500 words), in English

or French, and anonymized for blind review. Please submit to arts-impc@unistra.fr by May 20, 2026. As is

custom, submissions on any aspect of Merleau-Ponty’s work, in addition to the conference theme, are
also welcome. Decisions concerning the selection of participants will be sent out by the end of the month
of May.

The conference features the M. C. Dillon prize and lecture, for the best graduate student paper
submission, and the Ron Morstyn Memorial Prize and lecture, for an interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary
paper written by a junior scholar, independent scholar, or graduate scholar. Graduate students with
interdisciplinary papers may ask to have their paper considered for both the Morstyn and Dillon prizes. If
you are eligible and wish to be considered for either or both prizes, please indicate this in the email with
your submission.

Finally, this conference will be held primarily as an in-person event. If you wish to be considered for
virtual participation because attending physically presents insurmountable accessibility issues (of whatever
sort, including economic ones), please indicate so in your submission. We will do our best to accommodate
such requests. You are also welcome to include any anticipated accessibility needs, which will greatly assist

in planning.
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