ART, POLITICS, AND IMAGINATION

48TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL MERLEAU-PONTY CIRCLE

The Inn at Villanova, Conference Room 201
601 County Line Rd, Wayne, PA 19087

2024 IMPC
CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Co-directors: Martina Ferrari (Villanova University)
and Whitney Howell (La Salle University)

Villanova Graduate Student Assistants:
Hayden Berg, Shayna Federico, Sterling Hall, Fen Inman,
Michael Poling, Brendan Rome, and Sofia Umpierre

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23"
Pre-Conference Activity

4:30-6:00 PM — Tour of the Fabric Workshop and Museum
4:15 PM — Meet at 1214 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107
6:00 PM — Dinner in Chinatown

Sponsors: Villanova University College of Liberal Arts and Sciences & The Greater Philadelphia
Philosophy Consortium


https://fabricworkshopandmuseum.org/tickets/?doing_wp_cron=1681307340.6091818809509277343750
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8:00-9:00 AM
9:00-9:20 AM

Session 1:
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24"

Conference Room 201
Registration & Refreshments
Opening remarks by Adele Lindenmeyer, Dean of CLAS, and Emory Woodard,
Dean of Graduate Studies, and Julie Klein, Chair of VU Philosophy Department.

Moderator: Kefu Zhu, Independent Researcher

9:20-10:05 AM

10:05-10:50 AM

10:50-11:05 AM

Session 2:

Helen Ngo, Philosophy, Deakin University: “willilive: Aesthetic unsettlement in
Vernon Ah Kee’s textworks” (Invited talk)

Delia Popa, Philosophy, Villanova University: “Bodily Reflexivity: Notes on the
Phenomenological Problem of Narcissism”

Coffee break

Moderator: Armaan Ahmed, Philosophy, Stony Brook University

11:05-11:50 PM

11:50 PM-12:35 PM

Jon Foley Sherman, Independent Scholar: “From Performance to Ethics in
Merleau-Ponty”

John Russon, Philosophy, University of Guelph: “The Experience of Other
Persons: Companionship as Answerability”

12:35-2:30 PM LUNCH BREAK

Session 3: Moderator: Aiko Okamoto-MacPhail, French and Italian, Indiana University
Bloomington

2:30-3:15 PM Yue Jennifer Wang, Philosophy, Villanova University: “Maurice Merleau-Ponty
and Jane Bennett: Toward a Phenomenology of Enchantment”

3:15-4:00 PM Tibor Solymosi, Philosophy, Villanova University, “The Architectural Possibilities

of Creative Democracy in the Era of Social Media: Merleau-Ponty, Dewey, and
Enactive Resistance in Educational Spaces”

Session 4: Ron Morstyn Prize Winner

Introduction: Duane Davis, Philosophy, University of North Carolina at Asheville

4:15-5:00 PM

5:00-6:15 PM

Molly Kelly, History, Philosophy, and Social Sciences, Rhode Island School of
Design: ““The [Weaponized] Flatness of Being’: Merleau-Ponty, Hostile
Soundscapes, and Anti-Homeless Music”

Dinner Reception (Sunken Lounge at the Mansion)

Session 5: Keynote Address, Room 201

6:15-7:45 PM

8:00-8:15 PM
8:15-9:15 PM

Introduction: Gail Weiss, Philosophy, George Washington University
Mariana Ortega, Philosophy and WGSS, and Latina/o Studies, Penn State
University: “Photographic Fabulation: Nostalgia, Memory-Making, and the
Photograph”

Transportation to the Mullen Center
Performance by Nicole Bindler & David Dove (Topper Theatre, Mullen Center)
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25"

Conference Room 201

8:30-9:00 AM Registration & Refreshments

Session 1: Moderator: Jeff Wasch, School of Education and Human Development, Saint
Joseph's University

9:00-9:45 AM Sage Cugino, Philosophy, York University: “Merleau-Ponty and Freedom in the
Context of Capitalism”

9:45-10:30 AM Bryan Bannon, Philosophy, Merrimack College: “Rewilding the Gardens: A Path

10:30-10:45 AM

Session 2:

away from Western Neuroticism”
Coffee Break

Moderator: Izumi Nonomura, Philosophy, University of Tokyo

10:45-11:30 PM

11:30-12:15 PM

12:15-2:00 PM

Peter Visscher, Philosophy, Villanova University: “Self-Stylization as an Aesthetics
of Existence: A Foucauldian Reading of Merleau-Ponty’s Concept of Style as a
Praxis of Freedom”

Duane Davis, Philosophy, University of North Carolina at Asheville: “The Visible
and the Invisible: Genesis and Structure”

LUNCH BREAK

**A mentoring lunch will be arranged for attending grad students (Private Dining Room in the Mansion)

Session 3: M.C. Dillon Memorial Lecture Award Winner

Introduction: Kym Maclaren, Philosophy, Toronto Metropolitan University

2:00-2:45 PM Key MacFarlane, History of Consciousness, UC Santa Cruz: “Revolutionary
Depth”

Session 4: Moderator: Sam Summers, Philosophy, Duquesne University

2:55-3:40 PM Helen Fielding, GSWS & Philosophy, University of Western Ontario, and Jules
Gimbrone: “Trans-sensing” (Invited talk, with a sound art piece by Jules
Gimbrone)

3:40-4:25 PM Aneesa Akbar KV, Humanities & Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology:
“Language as ‘No one’s Voice’: Towards a Non-subjective Theory of Speech as
Expression in Merleau-Ponty”

4:30-5:00 PM Transportation to the Villanova University Art Gallery

5:00-6:00 PM Reception at the Villanova University Art Gallery

Session 5: Keynote Address (Connelly Cinema)

6:00-7:30 PM

Introduction: Helen Fielding, GSWS & Philosophy, University of Western Ontario
Jorella Andrews, Professor Emerita in Visual Cultures, Goldsmiths, University of
London: “Actuating Phenomenology, Virtue Ethics, and Art to Prefigure a
Grace-filled Politics”
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26"

Conference Room 201

8:30-9:00 AM Registration & Refreshments

Session 1: Moderator: Amy Poncher, Cinema & Media Studies, USC School of Cinematic Arts

9:00-9:45 AM Meghan Sweet, Rhetorics, Communication, & Information Design, Clemson
University: “The Paradoxical Character of Subjectivity in Merleau-Ponty and
Accounts of East Asian Buddhist Practitioners in Cinema”

9:45-10:30 AM Zachary Sievers, Independent Researcher: “Flat Worlds: Haptic Cinematography

10:30-10:45 AM

Session 2:

Aesthetics in Merleau-Ponty and Overexposure in Inventor on Earth”
Coffee Break

Moderator: Don Beith, Philosophy, University of Maine

10:45-11:30 PM

11:30-12:15 PM

12:15-2:15 PM

Oda K.S. Davanger, Philosophy & Religious Studies, The Norwegian University of
Science and Technology: “Tracing Inscriptions: Can Signs be Embodied?”
Shannon Hoff, Philosophy, Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador:
“Merleau-Ponty on Sex, Gender, and the ‘Span’ of the Body”

Business Lunch (First Floor Lobby)

**Registration Required. Note: All graduate students on the program are invited to the Business Lunch
free of charge. Graduate students' attendance is especially encouraged!

Session 3: Moderator: Cecilia Lombard, Philosophy, St. Patrick's Pontifical University

2:15-3:00 PM Rajiv Kaushik, Philosophy, Brock University: ““Hermeneutical Reverie’ and the
Problem of the Imaginary and the Real in Merleau-Ponty” (Invited talk)

3:00-3:45 PM Benjamin Décarie-Daigneault, Philosophy, Penn State University: “Animal
Temporalities: Merleau-Ponty, Deleuze, and the Passive Syntheses of Life”

3:45-4:00 PM Coffee Break

Session 4 Moderator: Brian Irwin, Philosophy, John Jay College-CUNY

4:00-4:45 PM Isaac Ruedin, Philosophy, St. Charles Community College: “Merleau-Ponty and
the Masterpiece”

4:45-5:30 PM David Morris, Philosophy, Concordia University: “Touching Art: Protactile, the
Metatactile, and Tactile Art—toward a Deep Logos” (Invited talk)

6:00-7:00 PM Transportation to South Philadelphia

7:00-9:30 PM Conference Banquet (Casa México, 1134 S 9th St, Philadelphia, PA 19147)

**Registration Required. The banquet will feature in memoriams for Véronique Foti by Rajiv Kaushik,
Galen Johnson, and Susan Bredlau, and for Wayne Froman by Galen Johnson and Duane Davis. Note: All
graduate students on the program are invited to the Conference Banquet free of charge.



