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“Le corps est notre moyen général d’avoir un monde. / The body is our general
means of having a world.”

Merleau-Ponty’s seminal work on embodiment has been of enduring interest and
influence in a wide range of fields. It has, for example, played a significant role in
research on embodied cognition and enactivism, subjectivity and
intersubjectivity, affectivity, movement, art, place, and more. Although
sometimes criticised for providing an account of embodiment that is too general,
Merleau-Ponty’s philosophical foregrounding of embodiment has also facilitated
critical phenomenological studies attending to the specificities of how particular
bodies inhabit social and political environments, through considerations of race,
gender, disability, ageing, and illness. This year’s meeting of the IMPC seeks to
bring together these rich and varied strands of enquiry, in order to think with,
against, and beyond Merleau-Ponty’s own contributions on the lived body.

In addition to the general program, this year’s conference will run a parallel
thematic stream, Rethinking racism through embodiment and place, organised
by Dr Helen Ngo. This interdisciplinary stream brings together researchers to
explore the ways in which phenomenology (Merleau-Pontian or otherwise), as
well as other approaches conversant with it, can be put to work in illuminating -
and resisting - the many expressions and structures of racism in contemporary
life.

This year’s program features, in addition to the 5 invited talks, 34 papers from
students and researchers located around the world – Australia, Hong Kong,
China, Japan, Pakistan, Kuwait, USA, Canada, and Germany. As a hybrid
conference, we will also be welcoming online attendees from an even broader
range of places. With an exciting and diverse range of research topics under
consideration, we hope this year’s meeting of the IMPC will generate some
interesting and fruitful conversations.

We look forward to welcoming you, whether in person or online, in December. 

Helen Ngo and Jack Reynolds

The organisers and Deakin University welcome you to this year’s
International Merleau-Ponty Circle conference. 

Only its third time outside North America, this year’s meeting of the IMPC will take
place in Melbourne (Narrm), Australia, on the traditional and unceded lands of the
Kulin Nation.

 D I R E C T O R S ’  W E L C O M E
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This conference has been generously supported by Deakin University
(Philosophy and History of Ideas research group; Alfred Deakin Institute), the
Australasian Association of Philosophy, and the Australian Research Council
(via research project DE220100329). We also wish to thank the IMPC
executive (David Morris and Kym Maclaren) for their advice and guidance
throughout, the many anonymous reviewers who graciously offered their
time and expertise during our double peer-review process, and members of
the Dillon and Morstyn prize committees. We would also like to thank
Research Assistant Ryan Gustafsson for their invaluable assistance in the
planning and organisation of this conference.
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Conference venue: 
Deakin Downtown 
Level 12, Tower 2* 
Collins Square
727 Collins Street Melbourne Victoria 3008 
Google map here.

 V E N U E  D E T A I L S :  I N - P E R S O N  A T T E N D A N C E

Deakin Downtown is a 5min walk from Southern Cross Train Station, and directly
opposite tram stop D15-Batmans Hill Drive / Collins Street. Deakin Downtown is within
the free tram zone. Plan your journey using the Public Transport Victoria website. 

*More detailed transport info for those staying at Punthill Apartments Flinders
Lane is available on pages 15-19 of this booklet.

Secure Parking:
664 Collins Street, Melbourne (Mon-Fri: 6am-8pm)
700 Collins Street, Docklands (Mon-Sun: 24/7)

*Please leave ample time to find your way to Deakin Downtown, especially upon your first
visit, as Collins Square  can be confusing to navigate initially.  Detailed access information
is available on the next page.

Getting there:
Public transport:

If driving, there are several parking lot options nearby:
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Download the PDF version of these instructions here.
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V E N U E  D E T A I L S :  I N - P E R S O N  A T T E N D A N C E
( C O N T ’ D )

WIFI Access: 

Attendees can access the eduroam wifi network or use Deakin Downtown’s guest wifi:
Network name: Guest_WiFi_Deakin
Username: yt3e37
Password: 9000

COVID-19 safety measures:

COVID-19  is still circulating in the community and recent reports have noted an increase
in cases, although the overall (reported) numbers remain relatively low.  Please consider
the varying needs and vulnerabilities of those around you, and practise Covid-safe
measures as appropriate.  Masks will be available at the registration desk, and if you are
feeling unwell, please consider presenting or attending via Zoom.  

For the latest State government information and advisories, see:
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/


Zoom meeting links :

Links to the Zoom meetings will be emailed out to registered participants the
week before the conference. If for some reason you have not received this by
Friday 01 December - or if you have to change from in-person to online
attendance - please email  jack.reynolds@deakin.edu.au for a copy of the links.

If you encounter any difficulties connecting on the day, please email
beau.kent@deakin.edu.au for assistance 
 

 V E N U E  D E T A I L S :  O N L I N E  A T T E N D A N C E
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When viewing a shared screen, click View Options and select Side-by-side Mode
Hover your cursory over the boundary between the shared screen and speaker’s video,
until you see a grey line separating both views
 Drag the separator to adjust the size of each screen

Setting up Zoom to view shared screen  in side-by-side mode:

Attendees may wish to configure their zoom view options, in order to view a shared screen
alongside the presenter’s video:

Detailed instructions can be found here.

mailto:jack.reynolds@deakin.edu.au
mailto:beau.kent@deakin.edu.au
https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0067526#:~:text=setting%20is%20enabled.-,How%20to%20view%20a%20shared%20screen%20in%20Side%2Dby%2Dside,will%20appear%20on%20the%20right.


The IMPC is committed to the principles of universal design. It is our explicit goal to
make our conferences (a) as accessible and welcoming as possible from the ground
up and (b) to operate with an understanding that accessibility requires flexibility and
ongoing communication with one’s particular community in a given context.
Increasing accessibility benefits everyone. Presenters, moderators, and participants
all play an important role in facilitating the proceedings of the conference. In the
general spirit of the conference, we aim to address any potential issues through
“calling in,” not “calling out.” 

Prepare to be flexible. Access needs are shifting and fluid, and it may be that even
your very well-prepared accessible presentation will need to be shift depending on
who attends your presentation. 

Please avoid wearing scents. They are triggering for headaches and various kinds of
environmental illness. 

Speak at a reasonable pace. Always use the microphone. Be responsive to your
audience. Where appropriate, re-voice questions from the audience. Describe any
images or videos displayed or utilised in print media. Note that people read much
faster than they typically talk, which is hard for everyone to follow, so please consider
the length of your paper in relationship not simply to word count, but speaking pace.  
For people attending online,  Zoom’s automatic captioning can be used.

Consider, if appropriate trigger/content warnings: a trauma trigger is an experience
that causes someone to recall a previous traumatic memory, although the trigger
itself need not be frightening or traumatic and can be indirectly reminiscent of an
earlier traumatic incident. Be mindful of whether your contributions to the
conference (whether as presenter, questioner, or what have you) might contain
triggering content and provide warning of such content. 

 A C C E S S I B I L I T Y *

*These guidelines been drawn from 2022 IMPC conference director, Joel Michael Reynolds,
who in turn modified these from the PhiloSOPHIA guidelines and SPEP’s ADI guidelines, with
special inspiration from Amy Vidali, the MLA, and other conference organisations,
participants, and committees who have demonstrated leadership on this front.
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8:30-9am Registration and coffee

9-9:15am Welcome to Country, Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation

9:15-9:30am
Opening remarks:
Executive Dean, Faculty of Arts and Education, Professor Simon Tormey
Conference directors, Dr Helen Ngo and Professor Jack Reynolds

9:30-11am Shaun Gallagher (he/him; University of Memphis, University of Wollongong): Caught in the
fabric of the world: Between embryology and the tapestry of autopoietic nature

Keynote address
Free and open to public. 

Moderator: Jack Reynolds (he/him; Deakin University)

11-11:15am Morning tea (catered)

Day 1 - Monday 4 December
**Designates online presentation

Room A - General Room B - Stream

Session 1

Moderator: Maurita Harney (she/her; University
of Melbourne)

Moderator: Sarah Lee (she/they; University of
Memphis)

11:15-12pm
**Caleb Faul (he/him; University of North
Dakota): Inside art: Interior design and the
inhabitation of artworks

**Mariana Ortega (she/her; Pennsylvania State
University): Crossing and feeling Brown

12-12:45pm
Anya Daly (she/her; University of Tasmania):
Lifeworlds between science and art

**Daniel Estrada (he/him; Emory University): The
atmospheric condition of the border: Political place-
making and the migrant subject

12:45-2pm

Lunch (catered) 

Informal student/ECR mentoring session:
Joel Michael Reynolds (they/he; Georgetown University)
Bryan Mukandi (he/him; University of Wollongong)
Ryan Gustafsson (they/he; University of Melbourne)

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E
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Session 3 

Moderator: Emilia Angelova (she/her; Concordia
University)

Moderator: Shojiro Kotegawa (he/him; Kokugakuin
University)

3:45-4:30pm
Hanan Al-Khalaf (she/her; Kuwait University):
The root of femininity: An existential-
phenomenological approach to Iris Marion Young

Amir Jaima (he/him; Texas A&M University): On
music and the flesh of the world: Two points of
conceptual contact between Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s
The Visible and the Invisible and Ralph Ellison’s
Invisible Man

4:30-5:15pm

**Vanessa Ossino (she/her; University of
Cologne): What’s the problem? I’m just looking! A
critical phenomenology of the narcissistic male
gaze

Bryan Mukandi (he/him; University of Wollongong):
Ngũgĩ on the ambiguities of colonial education

5:15-6:15pm

Invited lecture

**Claude Romano (he/him; Sorbonne University, Australian Catholic University): 
The problem of incorporation in Merleau-Ponty

Moderator: Jack Reynolds (he/him; Deakin University)

3:30-3:45pm Afternoon tea (catered)

Session 2 

Moderator: Joel Michael Reynolds (they/he;
Georgetown University)

Moderator: Bryan Mukandi (he/him; University of
Wollongong) 

2-2:45pm
**Pat McConville (he/him; Monash University):
Normalising the body-subject: Reconciling
Canguilhem and Merleau-Ponty on health

Shojiro Kotegawa (he/him; Kokugakuin University):
Racializing perception and group belonging

2:45-3:30pm
Gail M. Hamner (she/her; Syracuse University):
Poverty: An incipient phenomenology

Britt Munro (she/her; CUNY Graduate Center):
Speech that accomplishes thought: On habitual racism,
attachment to violence and reorienting the colonizing
self

Day 1 - Monday 4 December (cont’d)
**Designates online presentation

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E
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Room A - General Room B - Stream

8:30-9am Registration and coffee

Session 1 

9-10am

Invited lecture
Joel Michael Reynolds (they/he; Georgetown University)
The (Disabled) Human in Fanon and Merleau-Ponty: On the Total Destruction of This Morbid Universe

Moderator: Laura Davy (she/her; Australian National University)

10-10:45am

Izumi Nonomura (he/him; The University of
Tokyo): The signification of ‘natural light’ in
Merleau-Ponty: Nature for humans

Moderator: Jack Parry (Swinburne University of
Technology)

**Corinne Lajoie (they/them; Pennsylvania State
University): A phenomenology of access

Moderator: Laura Davy (she/her; Australian National
University)

Session 2 

Moderator: David Morris (he/him; Concordia
University)

Moderator: Amir Jaima (he/him; Texas A&M
University)

11-11:45am
**Joseph Berendzen (he/him; Loyola University
New Orleans): Transcendental perspectivism in
Phenomenology of Perception

**Rahsaan Mahadeo (he/him; Providence College):
Teefing time: When Black youth’s ‘Time use’ becomes
time theft

11:45-
12:30pm

Conall Cash (he/him; St Francis Xavier
University): ‘The moment when it claimed their
lives’: Mortality and history in Merleau-Ponty

**Martina Ferrari (she/her; Villanova University):
Anagrammatical time: On the grammars of temporal
harm in the afterlives of slavery

12:30-2pm Lunch

10:45-11am Morning tea (catered)

Day 2 - Tuesday 5 December
**Designates online presentation

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E
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Session 4

Moderator: Shaun Gallagher (he/him; University
of Memphis, University of Wollongong)

Moderator: Gail Weiss (she/her; George Washington
University)

3:45-4:30pm
Hayden Kee (he/him; Chinese University of Hong
Kong): Merleau-Ponty’s esthesiology: A
reconstruction and application

Vince Marotta (he/him; Deakin University): Critical
phenomenology and the ‘migrant experience’

*This paper will be presented in person by Jessica
Walton (she/her; Australian Institute of Family
Studies) on Vince’s behalf. 

4:30-5:30pm

Invited lecture
Kym Maclaren (Toronto Metropolitan University): “Finding or Losing Oneself through Belonging? The
Totalizing Dangers of Community Building”

Moderator: Gail Weiss (she/her; George Washington University)

6:30pm 5min walk from Macaulay train station (Upfield line): Plan your trip using PTV
View on Google Maps
Please note: Moroccan Soup Bar is an alcohol-free venue

Conference dinner ($40pp, registration required). Student presenters are invited to attend free of charge.

Moroccan Soup Bar (47-51 Boundary Rd, North Melbourne)

3:30-3:45pm Afternoon tea (catered)

Session 3

Moderator: Gail M. Hamner (she/her; Syracuse
University

Moderator: Jessica Walton (she/her; Australian
Institute of Family Studies)

2-2:45pm

**Kefu Zhu (he/him; Shandong University):
Zhuangzi’s fish parable and Merleau-Ponty’s
philosophy of embodiment: A comparative
analysis

Ryan Gustafsson (they/he; University of Melbourne):
Ghostliness and Korean adoption: Towards an
adoptee phenomenology

2:45-3:30pm

**Zahra Rashid (she/her; Lahore University of
Management Sciences): Metaphors and reality:
Merleau-Ponty’s reversibility in Rumi’s Lovers and
Beloveds

Alexandra Lee (she/her; Deakin University): ‘Anyone
can be a Londoner’: Asian Australians narratives of
embodied motility overseas

Day 2 - Tuesday 5 December (cont’d)
**Designates online presentation

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E
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8:30-9am Registration and coffee

9-10:30am **Alia Al-Saji (she/her; McGill University): Opacity, reversibility and the colonial duration of
perception

Keynote lecture
Free and open to public. 

Moderator: Helen Ngo (she/her; Deakin University)

10:30-
10:45am Morning tea (catered)

Room A - General Room B - Stream

Session 1

Moderator: Fiona Utley (she/her; University of
New England)

Moderator: Cai Fong (he/they; University of
Queensland)

10:45-
11:30am

**Maddie Youngman (they/she; University of
Alberta): Rethinking dwelling: An Indigenous-
inspired understanding of dwelling

**Annie Ring (she/her; University of Oregon) and
**Beata Stawarska (University of Oregon): Black
Speaking Subjects: Frantz Fanon’s Critique of Merleau-
Ponty’s Phenomenology of Language 

11:30-
12:15pm

Andrew Kirkpatrick (he/him; Swinburne
University of Technology): Knowledges 'In the
Land'? A process phenomenological reading of
Deborah Bird Rose's 'Exploring an Aboriginal Land
Ethic'

12:15-
2:15pm

13min walk from conference venue (10min by free tram)

Business lunch ($30pp, registration required). Student presenters are invited to attend free of charge.

Henry and The Fox (525 Little Collins St, Melbourne)

Day 3 - Wednesday 6 December
**Designates online presentation

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E

p.13

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/international-merleau-ponty-circle-annual-meeting-2023-tickets-689105050757
https://www.henryandthefox.com.au/


3:45-4pm Afternoon tea (catered)

Session 3 (Joint prize sessions) 

4-4:45pm

MC Dillon Memorial Prize
Benjamin Décarie-Daigneault (he/him; Pennsylvania State University): The crooked finger of Chauvet-
Pont d'Arc: A Merleau-Pontian account of parietal art

Moderator & prize presenter: David Morris (he/him; Concordia University)

4:45-5:40pm

Ron Morstyn Memorial Prize
Brian Irwin (he/him; John Jay College-CUNY): An ecophenomenological lesson from Merlau-Ponty's later
ontology, as illustrated through the landscape photography of Robert Adams

Moderator & prize presenters: Gaye Morstyn and Duane Davis (he/him; University of North Carolina at
Asheville)

Session 2

Moderator: Gayle Salamon (PROS; Princeton
University)

Moderator: Alexandra Lee (she/her; Deakin
University)

2:15-3pm

William S. Hamrick (he/him; Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville): Merleau-Ponty and the
aging body

*This paper will be presented in person by
Maurita Harney (she/her; University of
Melbourne) on William’s behalf. William will
participate in the Q&A online.

Sarah Lee (she/they; University of Memphis): Can the
body schema thematize Asian American women's
sexualised racialization? Thinking Merleau-Ponty with
Frantz Fanon's racial-epidermal schema and the ‘Case
of the Twenty One Lewd Chinese Women’

3-3:45pm
Ann Murphy (she/her; University of New
Mexico): Parkinsonism and expressivity: Merleau-
Ponty and the expressive interworld in illness

Cai Fong (he/they; University of Queensland): ‘I just
have a feeling for this’: The racial body schema and
temporal fragmentation as experienced by ‘Chinese
Australian’ medical students

Day 3 - Wednesday 6 December (cont’d)
**Designates online presentation

C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N  -  P U N T H I L L  F L I N D E R S  L A N E

Group accommodation details: 
 
Punthill Apartments Flinders Lane
267 Flinders Ln, Melbourne 3000
View on Google Maps

Punthill Apartments is a 23min walk, 8min train ride (from Flinders Street
station), or a 12min free tram ride (from the corner of Collins St x Swanston
St) to the conference venue. View the route on Google Maps, or plan your
route on Public Transport Victoria (PTV).

Brunetti Flinders Lane (250 Flinders Lane): 1min walk away
Hours: 7am-10pm (Mon-Thurs), 7am-12am on Friday and Saturday, 8am-
10pm on Sunday
Spacious Italian cafe offering coffee/tea, alcoholic beverages, cakes,
pastries, and savoury meals

City Library (253 Flinders Lane): 1min walk away
Hours: 9am-6pm (Mon-Fri), 10am-4pm on Saturday, 12-4pm on Sunday
Public library with free wi-fi, 20min public computers, print, copy, and
scanning facilities

Cafes/restaurants in Degraves Street: 1min walk away (around the corner)
Degraves Street is an iconic Melbourne laneway with a range of cafes
and bars

Punthill Apartments does not have a lounge or communal space for guests.
However, there are several cafes and workspaces in the area that are suitable
for attendees to meet at:
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/cL1Ud5zm7Q4xT3Hq8
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N  -  O T H E R  O P T I O N S

Melbourne is an accessible and walkable city, so whilst we have provided
accommodation suggestions, please note that any accommodation
option in the CBD is likely to take you less than 20 minutes to arrive at the
venue (free) by tram. 

Melbourne Central YHA (562 Flinders St, Melbourne) - 800m from conference
venue (6min by public transport)

Double (shared bathroom): $127 p/night
Double Ensuite (own bathroom): $167 p/night

Ibis Budget Melbourne CBD (97-103 Elizabeth St, Melbourne) - 1.4km from
venue (9min by public transport)

Standard Queen Room: $129 p/night

Jasper Hotel (489 Elizabeth St, Melbourne) - 2.4km to venue (15min by public
transport)

Deluxe King: $199 p/night
Travelodge Docklands (66 Aurora Ln, Docklands) - 450m to venue (6min walk,
no public transport)

Guest Room King: $289 p/night (peak season)

Please note the following rates may have changed since the time of writing.
Accommodation in Melbourne’s CBD can be expensive, especially during peak
seasons. We recommend booking as soon as possible.

Budget options:

Mid-range options:
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T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Getting to the CBD from Melbourne Airport

Terminals 1, 2, & 3: Lane 3 of the forecourt
Terminal 4: Level 2, inside Terminal 4 Car Park

SkyBus 
The most effective way to travel from Melbourne Airport (Tullamarine) to the
Melbourne CBD is by SkyBus, a high-frequency express shuttle service. There
is plenty of room on board for luggage and the service offers free Wi-Fi.
Shuttles operate 24 hours a day, every day of the year, departing every 10–15
minutes during flight times and every 30 minutes between 1–5am.  SkyBus is
wheelchair accessible.
 
Tickets can be purchased from ticketing booths at the Airport or online here:
https://www.skybus.com.au/melbourne-city-express/

SkyBus can take you from the Airport to Southern Cross Station (CBD) in 20
minutes. 
 
Uber 
Uber drivers pick up travellers from two locations at Melbourne Airport (see
map below):

Taxi
A taxi to the CBD takes approximately 35 minutes and costs around $55-65,
although times and fares can vary. Taxi ranks are located outside Terminals 1
and 4 (see below).
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T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Travelling in Melbourne’s CBD

Free Tram Zone 
Deakin Downtown and Punthill Apartments Flinders Lane is located within
Melbourne’s free tram zone.

Link to PDF of map

The principal boundaries of the Free Tram Zone are Spring Street, Flinders
Street and La Trobe Street. The tram routes along Victoria Street, William
Street and Elizabeth Street that surround Victoria Market are also included as
well as the Docklands area. 
 
All stops within the zone are clearly marked and tram drivers will make regular
announcements when approaching the zone boundaries. Zone boundaries are
signed and free tram zone maps are across the network. 
 
If your tram journey is only within the zone, travel is free, so you do not need to
touch on with a myki.

Myki 
 
If you plan on travelling outside the free tram zone, or by train or bus, you must
obtain a myki card. Myki is Melbourne’s ticket to travel on the city’s trains,
trams and buses – you cannot buy single fare tickets, the whole system is
based upon smartcard technology. 
 
International and interstate visitors coming to Victoria can buy a myki Explorer
pack which combines a ready to use myki card, visitor information and special
offers all in one. A Full Fare myki Explorer costs $15 and includes $9 myki Money
for travel. 
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You can buy a myki Explorer from: 
 
•      Melbourne Visitor Centre in Federation Square 
•      SkyBus terminals at Melbourne Airport and Southern Cross Station 
•      PTV Hub - 750 Collins Street, Docklands, 3008
•      PTV Hub - Southern Cross Station, near the corner of Spencer and Collins
streets 
•      the concierge desk at many hotels and accommodation providers. 
 
For visitor information visit: https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/getting-
around/visitingmelbourne/ 
 
To plan a journey by public transport visit: https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey 

City Loop Trains
 
*Note: The closest train station to Deakin Downtown is Southern Cross Station;
the closest station to Punthill Flinders Lane is Flinders Street Station.

The City Loop is a mostly-underground, partly surface-level and partly
elevated subway and rail system around the CBD.
 
The loop includes the city's two largest (both above-ground) stations: Flinders
Street and Southern Cross; and three underground stations: Flagstaff,
Melbourne Central and Parliament. 
 
Melbourne's 15 radial suburban railway lines feed into the Loop at its
northwestern and southeastern corners. The underground section of the Loop
follows La Trobe and Spring Streets along the northern and eastern edges of
the CBD's street grid. 
 
Flinders Street Station is the main station in Melbourne and connects to all 15
radial suburban railway lines. All regional trains depart from Southern Cross
Station. You can always get to Flinders Street and Southern Cross stations
from Melbourne Central, Parliament and Flagstaff. 

Maps
 
The City of Melbourne’s interactive access map includes locations of disabled
parking, accessible toilets, mobility recharging points, public seating and
drinking fountains, as well as accessible train station entrances, and tram and
bus stops.

Google maps offers comprehensive coverage of Melbourne’s CBD and
surrounds.
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Hanan Al-Khalaf (Kuwait University): “The Root of Femininity: An Existential-Phenomenological
Approach to Iris Marion Young”

Abstract:
In her book, On Female Body Experience; “Throwing Like A Girl” And Other Essays, Iris Marion Young presents
feminine modalities representing women in contemporary, industrial, and commercial societies. She reveals
the “root” of these modalities, which she refers to as the state of "self-reference." The main task of the present
research paper is to extend Young's understanding of femininity by arguing that the state of “self-reference” is
rooted in the state of "reversibility." Such rootedness is essential to Young’s concept of femininity for it explains
the constitution of the objectification state which represents feminine experience. It also, justifies the three
aspects of her definition of femininity. This paper is inspired mainly by Maurice Merleau-Ponty's existential and
phenomenological approach represented in his Phenomenology of Perception and in The Visible and the
Invisible. The paper is also inspired by Edmund Husserl’s concept of “double senses” presented in his Thing and
Space: lecture of 1907. Young's definition of "femininity" is explored in relation to the development of feminine
and queer theorizing, followed by her modality of self-reference as the root of other feminine modalities. In the
rest of the research, her understanding of femininity is extended by presenting the concept of reversibility as
the root of forming the state of self-reference and other feminine modalities.

About:
Hanan Al-Khalaf (she/her) is Assistant Professor at the philosophy department, Kuwait University. She received
her PhD degree from the University of Waterloo, Canada. Hanan has interests in the fields of philosophy of
mind, continental philosophy, political philosophy, and gender studies. She has published philosophical
research papers in Arab and English journals. Hanan is a civil rights activist. She participates in activities related
to good governance, woman empowerment, and citizenship rights.
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Joseph Berendzen (Loyola University New Orleans): “Transcendental Perspectivism in
Phenomenology of Perception”

Abstract:
“Transcendental Perspectivism in Phenomenology of Perception” argues that along with
referring to mere variations in a single subject’s perceptual experience, the term “perspective” in
Phenomenology of Perception has a deeper transcendental significance. I argue that Merleau-Ponty proposes
a kind of “transcendental perspectivism” which holds that our experience of the world is structured by a
fundamental, ineliminable perspective that shapes what reality is for us. This leads (despite Merleau-Ponty’s
overt criticisms of idealism) to what can reasonably be called an “idealist” view, because it holds that the being
of the world is in some sense determined by our perspectival relation to it. While this paper does not fully argue
for that idealist interpretation of Phenomenology, it prepares the way for it by providing an examination of the
concept “perspective” in that text.

About:
Joseph Berendzen (he/him) is Professor and chair of the Department of Philosophy at Loyola
University New Orleans. His research, apart from Merleau-Ponty, focuses on phenomenology, German
Idealism, and idealism more generally. He recently published Embodied Idealism: Merleau-Ponty’s
Transcendental Philosophy with Oxford University Press. Pertinent to a conference hosted in Australia, he is
also an international member of the Brisbane Lions Football Club.
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Conall Cash (St Francis Xavier University):  “‘The Moment When It Claimed Their Lives’: Mortality and
History in Merleau-Ponty”

Abstract:
This paper considers Merleau-Ponty’s treatment of the question of mortality, arguing that a recentring of
mortal life as a concern of his thought is crucial to grasping the relation between his phenomenological and
historical-political writings. Focusing on the essays “Hegel’s Existentialism” and “The War Has Taken Place”
alongside the “Freedom” chapter of Phenomenology of Perception, the paper responds both to Leonard
Lawlor’s claim that Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy refuses to encounter death due to its recuperative seeking of
‘tranquility,’ and to Bryan A. Smyth’s claim that Merleau-Ponty seeks a “militant intersubjective sublimation of
death” through the achievement of a Marxian phenomenology. I argue instead that Merleau-Ponty’s
conception of freedom and sociality is inextricable from a consciousness of death as an untranscendable
horizon proper to all living projects.

About:
Conall Cash (he/him) completed his PhD in the Romance Studies department at Cornell University in 2022. He
was a Melbourne Early Career Academic Fellow in French Studies at the University of Melbourne in 2022-23,
and is currently a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Comparative Literature based at St Francis Xavier University in
Canada. His work focuses on aesthetic and political questions in modern literature, cinema, and philosophy.

Anya Daly (University of Tasmania): “Lifeworlds between Science and Art”

Abstract:
The sovereign gaze of the human subject has predominated in the domains of both the natural sciences and
aesthetics across the diverse investigations and representations of animality and animal lifeworlds.
Nonetheless, there are notable exceptions to such sovereign gazes, characterised as they are by distanciation,
hierarchies and dichotomies of gazer and gazed-at. In the written descriptions of biologist Jakob von Uexküll
and the artistic depictions of Leonardo da Vinci we see the exceptional in the quality of attention they bring to
their respective tasks; a transformative attention characterised by mutuality of intertwined gazes, a seeing-
with rather than a looking at, revealing as Merleau-Ponty describes – ‘a strange kinship’ of interanimality. These
finely attentive investigations and representations of animals re-cognise them as not mere specimens or
curiosities for the human gaze but rather animal-subjects immersed in their lifeworlds.

About:
Anya (she/her) completed a doctorate at both Université de Paris 1 and University of Melbourne in 2012. Anya’s
doctoral research in France (2005-2010) was conducted under the supervision of Professor Renaud Barbaras,
and she then spent two years in Ireland under the mentorship of Professor Dermot Moran, on an Irish Research
Council Fellowship (2016-2018).  Anya is currently Senior Lecturer in Philosophy and Ethics at the University of
Tasmania. She is also co-lead of the EthicsLAB, School of Humanities, University of Tasmania
(https://www.utas.edu.au/humanities/philosophy-and-gender-studies/ethicslab). Anya investigates the
intersections of phenomenology with philosophy of mind, ethics, philosophy of perception, aesthetics,
philosophy of psychiatry, embodied cognition, enactivism and Buddhist philosophy.
https://www.utas.edu.au/profiles/staff/philosophy-and-gender-studies/anya-daly
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Benjamin Décarie-Daigneault (Pennsylvania State University): “The Crooked Finger of Chauvet-Pont
d’Arc: A Merleau-Pontian Account of Parietal Art”

Abstract: 
This paper explores the possibility of a non-interpretational reading of artifacts inherited from “pre-historical”
humanity. I argue that beyond our efforts at decrypting the meaning of vestiges of the past lies the possibility
for us to engage in a dialogical, ethical relationship with the deep past. I do so by analyzing 32000-year-old
handprints in the cave Chauvet-Pont d’Arc through Merleau-Ponty’s notion of transtemporality, developed in
the lectures on Institution and Passivity. The latter opens ways to think an intersubjectivity across time made
possible by the coherent coexistence of multiple heterogeneous temporalities on a single plane. I mobilize
Deleuze’s concept of “encounter” to describe the handprints as disruptive traces of the past, susceptible of
becoming doorways allowing us to join the other across the thickness of time by grasping their expressive
intention in its nascent state. 

About:
Benjamin Décarie-Daigneault (he/him) is a PhD student at Penn State University. His primary research interests
are 20th Century Continental Philosophy and Contemporary Critical Phenomenology. He completed an MA
thesis at Université Laval (Québec) in 2022 on Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy of nature under the supervision of
Prof. Donald Landes. He now works on phenomenological approaches to deep time, geology, archaeology, and
environmental philosophy.

Caleb Faul (University of North Dakota): “Inside Art: Interior Design and the Inhabitation of Artworks”

Abstract:
In this paper, I argue that interior design is exemplary for our understanding of the relationship between
artworks and those of us who perceive them. Key to my argument is the phenomenological structure of
inhabitation, for what distinguishes interior design as an artform is the fact that its products are inhabited
rather than, say, looked at or listened to. In Part 1, I investigate Merleau-Ponty’s repeated reliance on
terminology having to do with inhabitation, showing that this terminology is used to describe phenomena as
fundamentally interactive. In Part 2, I investigate interior design and domestic inhabitation themselves to
reveal a similar structural interactivity. Finally, in Part 3, I argue that the interactivity that we find between
inhabitant and inhabited space in interior design is also at work in our relationship to other artworks such as
paintings. Thus, I do not so much look at paintings as I inhabit them.
  
About:
Caleb Faul (he/him) is a part-time instructor for the University of North Dakota. He received his Ph.D. in
Philosophy from Stony Brook University in May 2023, with a dissertation entitled “Experimental Interactivity:
From Art to Ontology and Back Again.” His philosophical work, taking place at the intersection of
phenomenology and aesthetics, builds on fifteen years spent training in Western classical piano performance.
Broadly, he explores how the practical activities of artists and their audiences challenge static conceptions of
art and of the world more broadly.
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M. Gail Hamner (Syracuse University): "Poverty: An Incipient Phenomenology"

Abstract:
This paper attempts to sketch an incipient phenomenology of poverty. Using Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology
of Perception, I aim to describe and interrogate the corporeal schemas and lived dynamics of economic
precarity, especially the urban homeless and serving poor. I offer two interrelated structures of poverty’s lived
experience and attempt to indicate how they are shaped by pre-existing social norms that vary according to
institutional sedimentations of racism and sexism. The first proposed structure of the experience of poverty is
openness to a world that is at once seen, felt, and foreclosed, a double bind that I theorize as living a forced
distance within felt proximity. The second proposed structure of the experience of poverty, ontologically
linked with the first, inverts what Shannon Sullivan terms “the ontological expansiveness of (white) privilege.”
Where Merleau-Ponty claims that visibility operates on an invisibility that neutrally conditions and bolsters it, I
modulate this claim to posit the necessary but unequal intertwining of privilege and poverty as each coils over
the other. Sullivan’s “ontological expansiveness” of privilege, I argue, operates on what I call the ontological
constrictiveness of poverty that highlights and reinforces expansiveness by producing a life of unwanted
anonymity. 

About:
M. Gail Hamner (she/her) is Professor of Religion at Syracuse University where she teaches religion and culture
through film, media theory, continental philosophy, and feminist theory. She is the author of American
Pragmatism: A Religious Genealogy (2002); Religion and Film: The Politics of Nostalgia (2012); and numerous
essays on religion, film, and affect theory. She is currently working on a manuscript on religion and public
affects, and is also composing a set of essays on capitalism and the seven deadly sins.

William S. Hamrick (Southern Illinois University Edwardsville): “Merleau-Ponty and the Aging Body”

Abstract:
This paper consists of an imaginative construction of the ways that Maurice Merleau-Ponty could have
described the living, aging body and therefore what human being means in one’s “troisième âge.” Both his
early and late writings are utilized to show how he would describe the engagement of that body with
encultured nature and naturalized culture. The essay argues that the vehicle for that engagement consists of
what his earlier texts described as a bodily symbolic system living in a perceptual, behavioral circuit with
perceptual objects and other persons. The paper also proposes that that same bodily system is key to
enacting the multifaceted chiasm to do what the later writings envisage as participation in the logos
proforikos for which the aging process offers significant advantages.   

About:
William Hamrick (he/him) is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, U.S.A,
and holds Ph.D.’s from Vanderbilt University (1971) and Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (2008). Recent
publications include Nature and Logos, A Whiteheadian Key to Merleau-Ponty’s Fundamental Thought, with Jan
Van der Veken (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2011). He is currently completing a book length
manuscript provisionally titled The Body of Shame: Merleau-Pontian Reflections.
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Brian Irwin (Stony Brook University): “An Ecophenomenological Lesson from Merlau-Ponty's Later
Ontology, as Illustrated through the Landscape Photography of Robert Adams”

Abstract:
Ecophenomenology takes dualism as a great nemesis: the thought is that we have conceptually sundered the
human domain from the domain of nature, a profound misunderstanding which has had baleful consequences
for the environment. We must, then, correct this misunderstanding by reconceiving humanity as part of
nature. But this raises a new question for ecophenomenologists: if human activities are part of nature, rather
than opposed to it, then on what basis can we be critical of any human activities as improperly oriented toward
the environment? I address this question through the lens of Merleau-Ponty’s ontology of the flesh, and, by
looking at Robert Adams’ landscape photography in light of this ontology, suggest a way back toward a proper
understanding of our participation in nature.

About:
Brian Irwin (he/him) grew up in the southwestern US. He received a PhD in philosophy from Stony Brook
University and now lives in New York City. His research focuses on the philosophy of place, ecophenomenology,
and the built environment. His book, The Environmental Uncanny: A Phenomenology of the Loss of the World, is
forthcoming from Bloomsbury.

Hayden Kee (Chinese University of Hong Kong): “Merleau-Ponty’s Esthesiology: A Reconstruction and
Application”

Abstract:
The title of this conference situates Merleau-Ponty’s approach to the body amid the themes of cognition,
aesthetics, and the socio-political. As it happens, in his last years Merleau-Ponty himself laid out a program for
the systematic study of the human body oriented by almost precisely these same coordinates. This is the
project of an esthesiology, outlined in his lecture course “Nature and Logos: The Human Body” from 1959-1960,
the third and final course in the series on Nature. Surprisingly, this course has been underappreciated by
commentators, perhaps because of its lacunary nature, or its rivalry with more prominent and popular late
texts. In this paper I reconstruct the method of esthesiology, emphasizing the influence of Husserl and Adolf
Portmann and Merleau-Ponty's strategy for understanding the human being in an evolutionary context. I then
apply esthesiology to understand the human eye from a phenomenological, evolutionary, and comparative
zoological perspective. 

About:
Hayden Kee (he/him) is Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. His research is primarily in phenomenology with a focus on topics of life, embodiment, mind, and
language. He is currently working on a book developing Merleau-Ponty's esthesiology and applying it to the
evolution of the human body as a social organism. His research has recently been published in Synthese,
European Journal of Philosophy, and Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences.  haydenkee.com
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Andrew Kirkpatrick (Swinburne University of Technology): “Knowledges ‘In the Land’? A Process
Phenomenological Reading of Deborah Bird Rose’s ‘Exploring an Aboriginal Land Ethic’”

Abstract:
Inspired by a (process) phenomenological reading of Deborah Bird Rose’s 1988 article ‘Exploring an Aboriginal
Land Ethic,’ and drawing on Merleau-Ponty’s claim that knowledge is ‘in the hands,’ this paper explores the
intersection of Merleau-Ponty’s embodied, process phenomenology and Indigenous Australian place-based
ontologies. Rather than the moral demands or consequences of adopting an ‘Aboriginal land ethic,’ the
present paper is concerned with the ontological and epistemological—or, broadly speaking, the
phenomenological—underpinnings of such a land ethic. Contra Rose’s claim that, in the Western tradition, we
‘have very little idea of what a non-human-centred cosmos looks like and how it can be thought to work,’ it is
argued that Merleau-Ponty’s fundamental thought provides us with a viable pathway towards a non-human-
centred phenomenological ontology that, somewhat paradoxically, is nevertheless grounded in the lived body.
It is suggested that such an approach is compatible with, and complimentary to, the traditional Indigenous
Australian ways of being and knowing outlined by Rose.
 
About: 
Andrew Kirkpatrick (he/him) is a part-time academic in the School of Social Sciences, Media, Film and
Education at Swinburne University of Technology. He completed his PhD at Deakin University with a
dissertation entitled ‘Whitehead and Merleau-Ponty: Toward a Process Phenomenology’.

Corinne Lajoie (Pennsylvania State University): “A Phenomenology of Access”

Abstract:
More than thirty years after the adoption of the Americans with Disabilities act, disabled people continue
facing barriers to access in their everyday lives. Because access is framed as an individual problem, —rather
than, say, as a collective social responsibility—disabled people are routinely tasked with ensuring access in
every sphere of their lives. They are often the only ones noticing that spaces, services, or events are
inaccessible and helping non-disabled people make these spaces, services, and events more accessible. The
individualization of the responsibility for access results in significant costs and burdens for disabled people
and extracts resources of time, attention, money, and energy from them. As a result of having to constantly
consider access, disabled people adopt forms of bodily adjustment, assessment, and anticipation that
become incorporated in the very manner of their spatial, temporal, and relational orientation in the world.
Using resources from Maurice Merleau-Ponty's analyses of embodiment and habituation, I examine these
embodied processes of incorporation and the heightened forms of awareness that result from them.

About:
Corinne Lajoie (they/them) is a PhD candidate in Philosophy and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at
the Pennsylvania State University, where they are also the Crawford Graduate Fellow in Ethical Inquiry at the
Rock Ethics Institute. Their research bridges the fields of ethics, phenomenology, social philosophy, and
philosophy of disability. Corinne recently published work in The Bloomsbury Guide to Philosophy of Disability
(2023) and The Journal of the American Philosophical association (2021).
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Kym Maclaren (Toronto Metropolitan University): “Finding or Losing Oneself through Belonging? The Totalizing
Dangers of Community Building”
Invited Lecture

Abstract:
Merleau-Ponty understands the human animal as “a movement of existence” that is essentially becoming; and
that becoming, as I will highlight, happens first and foremost through our social engagements. Co-existence
draws us beyond ourselves, opening up new future possibilities and new ways of being; but it does this only by
also alienating us from past habitual possibilities and others’ ways of life. Belonging, then, is inseparable from
certain forms of alienation. In this paper, I focus on the kind of becoming that can occur in members of a social
group, by virtue of the dynamics of group membership and belonging. Drawing upon Merleau-Ponty’s
understanding of intercorporeity and institution, and upon his claim that “the human dialectic is ambiguous,” I
offer a phenomenological (re-)understanding of the development of what cult studies scholars call “self-
sealing” or “totalist” societies, and of the self- and other-alienation that emerges within group belonging. This
allows us to see dangers arguably inherent in all community-building, and to reconsider the challenges of what
Young has called “a politics of difference.”

About:
Kym Maclaren (she/her) is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Toronto Metropolitan University. Her
publications have been primarily on the social, affective, and expressive nature of embodiment, with special
attention to the implications of this for mental health and human development, for transformative learning
and pedagogy, and for social alienation and belonging. Her current thinking about social possibilities is
substantially shaped by classes she has taught on the “Walls to Bridges” model. This model brings together
university students and incarcerated people for a semester-long course inside prison. Kym is currently
Associate General Secretary for the International Merleau-Ponty Circle, and co-facilitator, with Drew Leder, of
Re-Imagining Re-Entry: the Public Philosophy Group.  

Pat McConville (Monash University): “Normalising the Body-Subject: Reconciling Canguilhem and
Merleau-Ponty on health”

Abstract:
Naturalistic and objective theories of health are, deliberately, divorced from subjective and phenomenological
experience. Naturalistic theories inform much of contemporary medicine, but there is no obvious model by
which the phenomenologists of body like Maurice Merleau-Ponty should understand health, pathology and
normality. In this paper, I seek to fill this interpretive lacuna. I introduce the thought of neurophysiologist Kurt
Goldstein as a propaedeutic to a normality more comprehensively developed by Canguilhem. I argue that his
value-laden vital normativity is appropriate and helpful to Merleau-Ponty’s model of the body-subject. I offer
an overview of vital normativity, including his interpretations of the concepts of vital norms, pathology, error,
and normality. Against a common view that Canguilhem and Merleau-Ponty are incompatible, I argue that key
features of vital normativity correspond to key features of the body-subject. Agreement in these ways permit
normality and normalisation to be received into and made coherent in relation to the body-subject.

About:
Pat McConville (he/him) is a philosopher and bioethicist. He holds a Master of Bioethics and Doctor of
Philosophy from the Monash Bioethics Centre. He has published in the fields of phenomenology of health and
illness, medical devices, research ethics, and aesthetics.
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Ann Murphy (University of New Mexico): “Parkinsonism and Expressivity: Merleau-Ponty and the
Expressive Interworld in Illness”

Abstract:
One symptom of Parkinson’s disease is the rigidification and paralysis of facial muscles, which can result in an
expressionless or “masked” face. This paper hones Merleau-Ponty’s account of expression in Phenomenology
of Perception toward a richer understanding of the effects of Parkinsonian masking on personal interrelation
and social life. The significant medical and social consequences of Parkinsonian facial masking range from the
medical misdiagnosis of depression to the misattribution of negative emotional states and motivations. Into
the expressive space left vacant by facial masking spread a number of presumptions and projections. Through
the lens of feminist bioethics, and in reference to my experience caregiving for my mother, I explore the
gendered consequences of Parkinsonian masking, and the stereotypes that are brought to bear as those with
Parkinson’s disease navigate a diminished capacity for expression.

About:
Ann Murphy (she/her) is Professor and Chair of the Department of Philosophy at the University of New Mexico.  
She has longstanding research and teaching interests in philosophies of violence and nonviolence, theories of
vulnerability, and phenomenology.  She is the author of Violence and the Philosophical Imaginary (SUNY, 2012)
and co-editor, with Gail Weiss and Gayle Salamon, of 50 Concepts for a Critical Phenomenology
(Northwestern, 2020).  She is at work on two research projects.  The first, Interworlds: Phenomenology and
Care, explores ethical issues in caregiving through the lens of phenomenology.  The second, Ethics of Hunger,
explores a critical phenomenology of hunger alongside accounts of responsibility to and for others’ hunger in
20th century continental philosophy. 

Izumi Nonomura (The University of Tokyo): “The Signification of “Natural Light” in Merleau-Ponty:
Nature for Humans”

Abstract:
In his philosophical investigation as existential philosophy, Maurice Merleau-Ponty attempted to reveal the
lived world through the body, which has been overlooked by the mainstream traditional philosophy, and the
idealistic understanding of it based on objective thinking. In Phenomenology of Perception, Merleau-Ponty
refers to this openness to the lived world as “lumen naturale [natural light]”; in other words, we live under
natural light. The reason he uses the traditional term of “natural light” to describe this relationship between
subjects and the world is that in Dasein, Martin Heidegger had referred to the openness to the world as lumen
naturale. However, for Merleau-Ponty, natural light is not fixed but continuously considered because, in his
case, insofar as natural light is a kind of nature, even the conventions and culture beyond biological nature and
created by humans are natural for humans; thus, he must show its reason. Through an analysis of The Problem
of Speech, this study clarifies Merleau-Ponty’s thought that, for humans, culture is established as the second
nature because necessity as unavoidable occurs in the cultural domain as existence. Merleau-Ponty points
that natural light indicates that existence emerges as natural for humans.

About:
Izumi Nonomura (he/him) is a graduate student and JSPS Research Fellowships for Young Scientists at the
University of Tokyo. He works in phenomenology and Merleau-Ponty's thought and considers language, nursing
or the relationship between nature and culture for human beings. He published papers such as “On language
as a relation to the world: through Merleau-Ponty’s consideration of research on aphasia” (Les etudes merleau-
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Vanessa Ossino (University of Cologne): “What’s the problem? I’m just looking! A critical
phenomenology of the narcissistic male gaze”

Abstract:
The paper explores human visibility in terms of the circumstances under which the human gaze turns into a
narcissistic gaze that ignores the ‘right to invisibility’, resulting in unequal power dynamics and the inability to
respectfully interact with each other in a social situation. Along the description of a concrete situation, the
thesis is put forward that narcissistic voyeurism undermines any respectful recognition of the person being
stared at. In a final step and as an outlook, the ontological and intersubjective implications of the thesis are
addresses. 

About:
Vanessa Ossino (she/her) studied European Ethnology and Philosophy at the Humboldt University of Berlin and
completed her Master’s degree in Philosophy at the Free University of Berlin. She currently holds a fellowship at
the a.r.t.e.s. Graduate School for the Humanities Cologne and is writing her doctoral thesis in the cotutelle
procedure at the University of Cologne and the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. Her dissertation is titled
“On the Mediality of Experience in its Social Situation”. In her dissertation, she develops a phenomenological
notion of experience that is positioned for socio-critical discourse. Her research focuses on the
phenomenology of Husserl, Heidegger and Merleau-Ponty as well as critical theory and social philosophy.

Zahra Rashid (Lahore University of Management Sciences): “Metaphors and Reality: Merleau-Ponty’s
Reversibility in Rumi’s Lovers & Beloveds”

Abstract:
By interpreting Merleau-Ponty's ‘flesh’ and his logic of ‘the things pass into us as well as we into the things’ as
the intertwining of dualities in a chiasmic structure, my paper will show how his philosophy creates room for
ambiguities such as metaphors. The ambiguous space created by a metaphor between the writer’s expression
of the real and the reader’s imaginal reception of it, mirrors the ambiguous non-dualistic nature of reality
which escapes encapsulation in reflective or linear thought. This is why he found the grammar for his
philosophizing not in clear factual vocabulary but in the guise of the ambiguities or liminal spaces created
through metaphors. For him, it is metaphorical language which helps the reader to ‘glide from the signs
towards the sense'. The metaphor’s sense-creation is possible through its ambiguity as well as subsequent
'theatricality'.  I will substantiate my claim regarding the power of metaphorical language to reveal the nature
of our non-dualistic and reversible reality by referring to the representation of the inter-related or confounding
dualities of lover and beloved in the Sufi poetry of Rumi. Hence, I will essentially be showing how aesthetics and
comparative literature can prove to be fertile ground for cross-pollination and a more nuanced study of
ontology for scholars interested in Merleau-Ponty’s embodiment.

About: 
Zahra Rashid (she/her) is a Research Associate at Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) and
Information Technology University (ITU) in Lahore, Pakistan. She completed her Masters in Philosophy as well as
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Joel Michael Reynolds (Georgetown University): “The Phantom in the Phantom Limb”
Invited Lecture
 
Abstract: 
Research in phenomenology and the cognitive sciences has long analyzed the peculiar phenomenon of the
phantom limb. Most of this work (a) ignores the experience of amputation that precedes it and (b) ignores the
life that follows it, one of forcefully learning that the world is designed for the able-bodied and with-all-limbs. I
argue that the true phantom in phantom limb syndrome is being disabled under the auspices of the ableist
conflation of disability with pain, suffering, and loss. The re-wiring of synapses, albeit therapeutically
warranted, does not get at the ultimate existential stakes of embodied difference that the syndrome stages,
yet it is that staging to which phenomenological analyses of such difference must attend.
 
About:
Joel Michael Reynolds (they/he) is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Disability Studies at Georgetown
University, Senior Research Scholar in the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Senior Bioethics Advisor to and Fellow of
The Hastings Center, Faculty Scholar of The Greenwall Foundation, and Visiting Lecturer in Bioethics at the Yale
School of Medicine. Reynolds is the founder of The Journal of Philosophy of Disability and co-founder of the
book series Oxford Studies in Disability, Ethics, and Society, both of which he co-edits.

Claude Romano (Sorbonne University, Australian Catholic University): “The Problem of Incorporation
in Merleau-Ponty”
Invited Lecture

Abstract:
There is a tension in Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of Perception between two models for thinking
corporeity, which can be called “the model of the flesh” and “the model of incorporation”. The first one is
inherited from Husserlian phenomenology and consists in thinking the flesh or the lived body as an
“outbuilding” of the transcendental ego. Conceived in this way, the lived body is constituted in immanence as
the support of the redoubled tactile sensations and has no boundaries in objective space. It can be
approached according to the duality of subject and object, immanence and transcendence, and is fully
determined by these distinctions. The second model, borrowed from Gabriel Marcel, points to the
fundamental ambiguity of the lived body, hovering between “being” and “having”, and thereby opening up a
third dimension beyond the opposition between the subject and the object. I question whether these two
models are compatible and, if it is claimed, as I do, that they are not,
which model is to be favored. In this manner, I try to radicalize the gesture initiated by Merleau-Ponty.

About:
Professor Claude Romano (he/him) is Maitre de Conferences (HDR) in Philosophy, University of Paris-Sorbonne
and Professorial Fellow at Australian Catholic University. He is the author of several books in the field of
phénomenology, including, in English, Event and World, Event and Time, There is: The Event and the Finitude of
Appearing, all published by Fordham University Press and At the Heart of Reason (Northwestern University
Press). He is currently working in the field of the theories of the Self and Identity, emphasizing the dialogical
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 another Masters in Islamic Studies and Arabic. Broadly, her work spans the interaction of traditional religious
systems; mainly Sufism and religious seminaries, with ideas in Continental Philosophy. Her published works
include a book chapter and journal articles focusing on Sufi aesthetics and ethics, in conversation with modern
and post-modern Western philosophers. 



Where

Abstract:
In the contemporary age, the inability to find fulfillment in one's dwelling in the world and in nature is a common
occurrence for those tied up within norms found in the hegemonic Western society. To address this issue, I aim
to begin with the hegemonic Western paradigmatic conception of nature to situate an exploration of being-at-
home developed by Kristen Jacobson, which expands Merleau-Ponty's notion of the body, to home and dwelling.
I formulate a critical phenomenology that expands a Merleau-Ponty influenced notion of home in traditional
phenomenology to include the Earth or nature as the place of our being-at-home. I argue that in order to expand
the notion of dwelling or home, we must be guided by Indigenous relationships with the land, and only here can
we find a more robust understanding of dwelling that emphasizes ‘being with nature’. I conclude, on the basis
that dwelling is learned, Western society can unlearn and relearn how to dwell in a way that is more in line with
how we view the revised phenomenological conception of home, as it is influenced by a decolonial and
Indigenous understanding of being-with-nature.

About:
Maddie Youngman (they or she) has a BA and MA in Philosophy, and is currently a graduate student at the
University of Alberta in the Gender and Social Justice department, in addition to working as a research assistant
in the Philosophy department. Their research interests include a variety of topics within feminist, queer, and
Indigenous philosophies, critical phenomenology, and environmental justice. They are particularly interested in
how applying phenomenology, from a critical perspective, can open us up to important and alternative
perspectives and experiences, that can inform and motivate us in our work as activists and scholars.

Kefu Zhu (Shandong University):  “Zhuangzi’s Fish Parable and Merleau-Ponty’s Philosophy of
Embodiment: A Comparative Analysis”

Abstract:
This paper explores the parallel between Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy and Zhuangzi’s fish parable,
focusing on the role of the invisible lived body in perception and experience. Merleau-Ponty’s insights into the
revelation of the invisibility of the body help us understand the meaning of the Way, which represents a
moment of self-transcendence, in Zhuangzi’s fish parable. The paper argues that the Way plays the same role
in experience as the invisible body does. The paper constructs a parallel between Merleau-Ponty’s and
Zhuangzi’s philosophies in three steps, exploring how the experience of one’s embodied existence grounds the
experience of others’ existence, how the experience of others’ existence reflects one’s own, and how, at this
moment of reflexivity, our situatedness in the world and the invisibility of the body are reflected and revealed.
Overall, the fish parable provides a cross-cultural lens through which we can comprehend Merleau-Ponty’s
concepts in a non-Western context.

About:
Kefu Zhu (he/him) is as Assistant Professor in the Philosophy Department of Shandong University in China. He
holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Binghamton University and has previously taught Philosophy at the University
of Pittsburgh. His areas of expertise include aesthetics, Kant, Phenomenology, Ethics, and Comparative
Philosophy (Chinese-Western).
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   character of the latter. He teaches on a regular basis at Melbourne for the last twelve years.
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Presenters:

Daniel Estrada (Emory University)
Martina Ferrari (Villanova University)
Cai Fong (University of Queensland)
Ryan Gustafsson (University of Melbourne)
Amir Jaima (Texas A&M University)
Bella-Rose Kelly (Georgetown University)
Shojiro Kotegawa (Kokugakuin University)
Alexandra Lee (Deakin University)
Sarah Lee (University of Memphis)
Rahsaan Mahadeo (Providence College)
Vince Marotta (Deakin University)
Bryan Mukandi (University of Wollongong)
Britt Munro (City University of New York)
Mariana Ortega (Pennsylvania State University)
Annie Ring (University of Oregon)
Beata Stawarska (University of Oregon)



Daniel Estrada (Emory University): "The Atmospheric Condition of the Border: Political Place-making
and the Migrant Subject"

Abstract:
This paper suggests that the production of a space’s atmosphere, or the creation of place, is one of the many
attempts white nationalism is actualized. Through my phenomenological engagement with atmosphere
theory, I suggest that the migrant stranger’s lived experience and ambivalence with place is demonstrated in
more nuance than what might be immediately available through only a bodily or wholly political perspective.
Atmosphere, I argue, is that which is weaponized and commands a particular relational mode between subject
and space, one of hostility, un-belonging, and the incapacity to feel-at-home. With a turn to Tonino Griffero,
Hartmut Rosa, and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, this paper draws on the phenomenological notion of co-becoming
with space, and as a result, reflects on the profoundness of the political’s mediation with both space and the
migrant stranger’s subjectivity. Specifically, the subject ought to be understood as deeply adhered to the
world, and in the case of this paper, the migrant is deeply adhered to the border. My examination of the United
States-Mexico border will highlight how the border exists as an atmospheric affordance, one that upholds the
white nationalist ideology by perpetuating and cyclically reaffirming notions of otherness and enmity.

About:
Daniel Estrada (he/him) is a PhD student in Philosophy at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. Studying
phenomenology and social and political philosophy, Daniel focuses on the topic of borders, (im)migration, and
the migrant, identity (especially a critical phenomenological perspective of race and embodiment), and
notions of belonging. Daniel is currently motivated by phenomenology’s capacity to describe the issue of
borders, the migrant’s embodiment, and all that which may sustain socially and politically constructed
narratives of nationalism and enmity. 

Martina Ferrari (Villanova University):  “Anagrammatical Time: On the Grammars of Temporal Harm
in the Afterlives of Slavery”

Abstract:
In this paper, I argue that time is anagrammatical. Anagrammatical time is a time that lands differently along
race/gender/class lines. Its sens – its grammar – is rearranged by the context of its unfolding, at times
effecting temporal harm while, at others, offering paths for temporal freedom. To account for the
"nestedness" of anagrammatical temporality, in part I, I turn to Merleau-Ponty’s notions of Stiftung and
virtuality. The past, present, and future of anagrammatical time, I show, co-exist in the present diachronically.
In part II, I home in on temporal harm. I propose that the immemorial is lived by racialized subjects in the wake
as colonial trauma. In this context, the immemorial functions as a thief of (the contingency of)
time/possibilities, temporalizing with the felt necessity of the future anterior. In part III, I briefly turn to the
temporal grammar of the “could have been” to think through temporal freedom.

About: 
Martina Ferrari’s (she/her) work draws on continental philosophy, particularly feminist, phenomenological, and
decolonial traditions, to think about the conditions of possibility of sense and sense-making, especially as they
relate to non-dialogical forms of expression. In past work, she investigated the phenomenon of silence, asking
how silence as silencing is produced and how silence can and is lived otherwise, as a transformative and
generative source of communication, political action, and healing often overlooked by Western legalism and

p.33

Paper abstracts + presenter bios 

> racism stream



 Transitional Justice initiatives. Martina developed the concept of “deep silence” to press Western
culture (including feminist and liberatory philosophy and social movements) beyond its negative
affinities with “silence.” She is also interested in the onto-temporality of oppression and resistance. It
is these matters that she takes up in my recent publications.  
  
Martina’s work appears in Signs, Hypatia, Chiasmi International, Symposium, Journal of Speculative Philosophy,
and the International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics. She co-edited with Bonnie Mann a volume
on Simone de Beauvoir, titled On ne naît pas femme : on le deviant, published by Oxford University Press, and
co-founded Puncta: Journal of Critical Phenomenology, for which she currently serves as managing editor. 

Cai Fong (University of Queensland): “‘I just have a feeling for this’: The racial body schema and
temporal fragmentation as experienced by ‘Chinese Australian’ medical students”

Abstract:
This paper explores part of my thesis work regarding the affective experience of racialisation for Chinese
Australian medical students. In this paper, I explore the anxiety of Chinese Australian medical students in
identifying as Chinese, and their fears around their ability to embody Chineseness. Drawing on Helen Ngo’s
notion of racialised temporality, I suggest that this fear arises having arrived ‘too late’ to be able to contest
their own definitions of Chineseness, as racial origin for these students is both overdetermined and
predetermined. This temporal fragmentation reflects the bodily precarity of the racialised body schema,
which I posit is experienced affectively for these students as a temporal richochet, a constant movement
between the alienating past and the future of uncertainty certainty, where this instability and ‘allochronism’ is
made present and painful. Extending this account, I reframe Anne Anlin Cheng’s notion of the
‘hypochondriacal’ assimilating racialised body as a pathogenic racial schema that is imposed upon and settles
into the body, rather than an autonomous response to the ‘loss’ or ‘absence’ of origin/authenticity.

About:
Cai Fong (he/they) is a medical student and PhD candidate at the University of Queensland. Their work focuses
on the experiences of Chinese Australian medical students navigating medical education, born of their own
experiences of racism and racialisation during their medical training. In particular, they ask how Chinese
Australian medical students come to experience racialisation and their subsequent negotiations through and
around everyday structures of medical hierarchy and culture. Broadly, their interests include more generally
questions of embodiment, racialisation and aesthetics.

Ryan Gustafsson (University of Melbourne): “Ghostliness and Korean overseas adoption: Towards an
adoptee phenomenology”

Abstract:
Ghosts abound in adoption narratives: the adoptee haunted by who they once were, who they might have
been, who they could have become - and by the ghosts of their original families. For some, ghostliness
characterizes the very way in which adoptees appear in the world; that is, as having a tenuous presence, a
curious blend of opacity and invisibility. The focus of this paper is on how ghostliness and spectrality recur in
adoptee narratives, and what this expresses or articulates about the affective and existential dimensions of 
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being an adoptee. I consider how the prism of ghostliness allows us to understand adoptees’
concrete experiences in ways that might problematize notions of ‘in betweenness’ and which is
more usefully conceptualized in terms of diaspora. I aim to contribute to the development of
‘adoptee phenomenology’ as a way of theorizing adoptee subjectivity, as well as to scholarship on
diaspora and place that take a broadly phenomenological perspective.

About:
Ryan Gustafsson (they/he) is a writer and researcher living on Wurundjeri country. Their academic work has
been published in journals including the International Journal of Cultural Studies, Genealogy, and Chiasmi
International, and their creative nonfiction essays in Against Disappearance: Essays on Memory (2022), Sydney
Review of Books, and Liminal Review of Books, among others. Their current research focuses on histories and
experiences of Korean adoption. www.ryangustafsson.com

Amir Jaima (Texas A&M University):  “On Music and the Flesh of the World: Two Points of Conceptual
Contact Between Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s The Visible and the Invisible and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible
Man”

Abstract:
There are (at least) two salient points of conceptual contact between Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s The Visible and
the Invisible and Ralph Ellison’s phenomenological novel Invisible Man, one harmonious, and one potentially
discordant. The first entails the use of musical references in order to articulate and defend what Merleau-
Ponty describes as the “bond between the flesh and the idea.” Merleau-Ponty famously draws upon Marcel
Proust’s creation and discussion of the “the little phrase,” and Ellison’s narrator refer to Louis Armstrong’s
version of the melancholy jazz standard, “What Did I Do To Be So Black and Blue,” which “makes poetry out of
being invisible.” The second point of contact concerns the primary premise of Invisible Man—i.e., the peculiar
condition of the narrator, who is frustratingly excluded from the visible world “simply because people refuse to
see [him]”—which challenges the premised human, “intercorporeal” equivalence and reversibility entailed in
the “flesh of the world.”

About:
Dr. Amir Jaima (he/him) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Texas A&M University
(TAMU). He completed his doctoral studies in Philosophy at SUNY Stony Brook in 2014. His dissertation
examined the relationship between philosophy and literature. His current research is on Black Aesthetics,
which characterizes the convergence of Aesthetics and Africana Philosophy. Additionally, he is interested in
Gender/Genre Theory (specifically Black Male Studies) and Continental Philosophy. Finally, Amir is a creative
writer and has a number of working “literary” projects that both inform and are inspired by his philosophical
work.

p.35

Paper abstracts + presenter bios 

> racism stream



Where

Bella-Rose Kelly (Georgetown University): “White Aesthetic Moves to Innocence: A Phenomenology
of White Confrontations with Lynching Photography”

Abstract:
Objectifying modes of perception involve a prejudicial judgment and an unmediated affective response, such
as that of disgust, directed at the appearance or behavior of another individual. Critical phenomenologists
tend to agree that artwork has the capacity to interrupt objectifying modes of perception. Artwork enables a
glimpsing of the social and historical institution of vision—the invisible structures or habits of vision—and a
remembering of an alterity whose invisibility objectifying vision takes for granted. However, in some cases
artwork fails to have such effects. In this paper, I engage with white confrontations with lynching photography
to propose a phenomenology of what I term white aesthetic moves to innocence: non-rhetorical moves to
innocence that enable white subjects to disidentify from their complicity within racist power relations that are
depicted in artwork. These moves reinforce white innocence by allowing a white person to alleviate her guilty
feelings without doing anything meaningful to undo the ongoing material harms caused by racism and
racialized perception. On this view, lynching photography can reinforce white innocence through moves of
non-experience—e.g., ‘I would not have been in the lynching crowd’—and fails to interrupt objectifying modes of
perception.

About:
Bella-Rose (she/her) is a PhD student at Georgetown University. Her research interests are primarily in
philosophy of disability, critical phenomenology, and microaggression studies. 

Shojiro Kotegawa (Kokugakuin University): “Racializing Perception and Group Belonging”

Abstract:
Relying on Merleau-Ponty’s account of embodiment, the phenomenology of race asks why even those who do
not hold racist beliefs or who have the knowledge that 'race does not scientifically exist' cannot cease their
racializing perceptions. To answer this question, I will describe the racializing perception in terms of bodily
habits and draw attention to what people “gain” by racializing others. In my view, through their racializing
perceptions, people gain belonging to a particular group (racial majority) and status within that group. The
reason why people cannot immediately discard the racializing perception is that it is inseparable from how
they perceive the group to which they belong — their own self-identity. Therefore, in order for people to
transform their habits of racializing others, it is necessary for them to come into contact with the out-group on
a continuous basis in public, embedded in their daily lives, rather than in private interactions, and through such
contact to transform their own group belonging.

About:
Shojiro Kotegawa (he/him) is an associate professor of philosophy at Kokugakuin University, Japan. He
received his PhD in Philosophy from Keio University (Japan), specializing in phenomenology, especially Levinas’
phenomenological ethics. He is author of Philosophy for Unraveling the Reality: Gender, Race, Family, Refugee
and Animal Life (in Japanese, Transview, 2020) and Rebirth of Levinas: A Phenomenological Reading of Totality
and Infinity (in Japanese, Suiseisha). His recent work focuses on feminist phenomenology on masculinities and
phenomenology of race on multilayered racism in East Asia.
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Alexandra Lee (Deakin University): “‘Anyone can be a Londoner’: Asian Australians narratives of
embodied motility overseas”

Abstract:
Building on theorisations of racialized embodiment as ‘phenomenolog[ies] of “being stopped”’ (Ahmed, 2007,
p. 161), this paper seeks to understand how possibilities for embodied motility might be accessed by racialized
subjects; specifically, through experiences of transnational mobility. Drawing on several key vignettes from the
young Asian Australian participants of my (sociological) PhD study, I conceptualise of ‘motility’ (Kaufmann,
Bergman, & Joye, 2004) in phenomenological terms as one’s embodied capacity to extend and shape the
socially constituted places that one inhabits (Ahmed, 2007, 2020; Merleau-Ponty, 2002). I centre participant
narratives of being in and of London, as a place which they suggest enables them to depart from the sense of
entrapment and (racialized) ‘stuckedness’ that they experienced in Australia (Alloul, 2020; Mandin, 2020)
across intertwined spatial (Ahmed, 2007), temporal (Ngo, 2021) and broadly embodied ‘placial’ dimensions
(Casey, 1996). Ultimately, building on Al-Saji’s (2014) work, I argue that being in London and served to ‘interrupt’
participants’ habitual ways of moving through place, and their perceptions of their own embodied (in)capacity
for motility as racialized subjects, through making accessible new possibilities for motility—or at least, new
narratives of motility —beyond what they had previously felt to be open to them.

About:
Alexandra Lee (she/her) is a final stage PhD candidate in Sociology at Deakin University. Her research interests
include place, race and embodiment, and youth mobilities. Her thesis examines how young Asian Australians’
experiences of transnational mobility can productively disrupt, reshape, and enable their biographical
narratives of motility through their life courses, in relation to the places they inhabit. Alexandra is also a
Research Fellow at the ALIVE National Centre for Mental Health Research Translation (with the University of
Melbourne), specialising in Co-design. She is affiliated with the Centre for Resilient and Inclusive Societies
(CRIS) Consortium and the Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY) as a 'youth researcher'. 

Sarah Lee (University of Memphis): “Can the Body Schema Thematize Asian American Women's
Sexualised Racialization? Thinking Merleau-Ponty with Frantz Fanon's Racial-Epidermal Schema and
the ‘Case of the Twenty One Lewd Chinese Women’” 

Abstract:
This project contends that the unique racialization of Asian American women often coincides with specific
perceptual practices of sexualization. I aim to answer the question of the title by engaging with Merleau-
Ponty’s thinking of the body schema in conjunction with anti-colonial philosopher Frantz Fanon and Asian
American theorist Anne Cheng. First, I explain the Merleau-Pontian concept of the body schema. Then, I
summarize Frantz Fanon’s critique that Merleau-Ponty assumes a normative, fully whole subject, which cannot
fully describe the fragmented experience that Fanon describes for the black man. In addition, I argue that
Fanon extends but also goes beyond Merleau-Ponty’s emphasis on embodied perception to flesh out a
racialized perception that imputes seemingly “objective” meaning to the racialized epidermis. Finally, I use
Cheng’s work to consider Fanon’s insight on racialized perception in relation to the gendered racialization of
Asian American women. I argue that Cheng’s account takes up but complicates Fanon’s insight on the
imputation of values to the racialized (and gendered) body insofar as, for Cheng, gendered racialization is
imputed not to skin color but to the bodily clothing of Asian American women.
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About:
Sarah Lee (she/they) is a PhD student in Philosophy at the University of Memphis. Her interests are in the
critical philosophy of race, feminist philosophy (esp. decolonial), and 20th century Continental philosophy. She
is especially interested in issues and practices of embodied memory, especially with respect to the lives of
Women of Color. 

Rahsaan Mahadeo (Providence College): “Teefing Time: When Black Youth’s ‘Time Use’ becomes
Time Theft”

Abstract:
This paper answers a straightforward, yet understudied question: What does it mean to use time that does not
belong to you? It means, as I demonstrate, that your “time use” will be read as “time theft,” and thus
criminalized. For black youth in poor, urbanized space, it means they are more likely to owe than own time.
Drawing on data from thirty in-person interviews and ethnographic fieldwork conducted over fifteen months
with youth at Run-a-Way – a shelter and outreach center for youth in the Midwest – I make the case that
racialized violence takes time. Not only does it take time to process a racialized violence, but time is taken by
racist individuals and systems.As youth transgressed time and space, they were charged with “walking up to
no good” because they “fit the description.” Racialized violence is incommensurable with routine activities
such as the time youth spend on personal hygiene or chores. Experiences with racialization and racism remain
unquantifiable. They literally and figuratively do not count. To racialized persons, and black youth in particular,
acts of racialization and racism will always count because they are countless.

About:
Rahsaan Mahadeo (he/him) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology and
the Black Studies program at Providence College. As a scholar of race and time, Rahsaan studies how time is
racialized, how race is temporalized and how racialization and racism condition youth’s perspectives on time.
In his forthcoming book, Funk the Clock: Transgressing Time while Young, Perceptive, and Black (Cornell
University Press), he explores how black and other racialized youth in urbanized space reckon with time.

Vince Marotta (Deakin University): “Critical Phenomenology and the ‘Migrant Experience’”

Abstract:
The idea of experience has been taken at face value in scholarly accounts of migration, consequently very little
attention has been given to how this idea has acquired its meaning and how it relates to a phenomenon known
as the ‘migration experience’. This paper provides an analytical investigation into the nature of such a
phenomenon by firstly examining mediated and non-mediated conceptions of experience as well as an
alternative account of experience associated with strangeness/disruption. Through this conceptual lens, I
then critically consider how the migration experience, as an analytical construct, has been constituted
through a phenomenological framework via the work of the Alfred Schutz and then explore what a critical
phenomenological perspective can add to the former. In conclusion, these approaches, as I will demonstrate,
are not necessarily mutually exclusive, rather they complement and, at times, are in tension with each other.
Such an examination will provide some conceptual clarity that is currently lacking in empirical work on an
‘experience’ categorised as migration. 
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About:
Vince Marotta (he/him) is an Associate Professor of sociology at Deakin University. He is also Co-Managing
editor of the Journal of Intercultural Studies (Routledge). His research interests cover relational social theory,
migration and identities and discourses on stillness, silence, slowness and solitude and their relationship. 

Bryan Mukandi (University of Wollongong): “Ngũgĩ on the ambiguities of colonial education”

Abstract:
This paper attempts to think through the experience of undergoing a colonial education from the vantage of
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o’s body of work. Drawing on the east African writer’s biographical, literary and critical
reflections on the colonial educational institution and colonial schooling itself, I aim to accomplish two tasks: (1)
to illustrate a small ‘p’-phenomenological account of the encounter and political negotiation that is entry into
colonial institutions for the colonised; and (2) in the wake of Mariana Ortega and Lisa Guenther’s
considerations around the future of critical phenomenology, to experiment with the apposition of Africana
philosophical work without regard for norms or procedures of capital ‘P’-Phenomenology. 

About: 
Bryan Mukandi (he/him) is Lecturer in Philosophy at University of Wollongong. He grew up in Zimbabwe and
lived in Ireland before emigrating to Australia, many years ago. Bryan has worked in medicine, public health and
academic philosophy. The bulk of his research is in social and political philosophy, Africana philosophy and the
health humanities. 

Britt Munro (CUNY Graduate Center): “Speech that accomplishes thought: on habitual racism,
attachment to violence and reorienting the colonizing self”

Abstract:
In her book ‘The Colonizing Self: Home and Homelessness in Israel/Palestine,’ Hagar Kotef describes a
scene from the film 'Salt of this Sea' in which Brooklyn-born Palestinian woman Soraya returns to the
family home that her grandparents were forced out of during the Nakba of 1948. There, she encounters
Irit, the Israeli settler who has since occupied her home. Taking a phenomenological reading of the
ensuing interaction between Soraya and Irit as my starting point, I ask how experiences of everyday
embodiment are both reproduced by and themselves reproduce infrastructures of colonial violence.
How can an understanding of the ways in which colonial violence works through the intimacy of fantasy,
desire and embodiment challenge our approaches to interrupting that violence? How might a
phenomenological reading extend our ability to theorize agency and accountability in this scenario? And
what might be its limits? I consider these questions drawing on Helen Ngo’s critical phenomenology of
racist bodily ‘habit’ alongside Ghassan Hage and Hagar Kotef’s respective theorizations of colonial
fantasy and desire.

About:
Britt Munro (she/her) is a PhD candidate in Cultural Studies (English) at the CUNY Graduate Center. She
studies the role of discipline in liberal imaginaries of freedom, alongside evolving non-liberal imaginaries
of freedom between the US and Australian settler colonies. She teaches in Interdisciplinary Studies at
John Jay College and in English at Lehman College. 
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Mariana Ortega (Pennsylvania State University): “Crossing and Feeling Brown”

Abstract:
Following the work of José Esteban Muñoz, in this presentation I read the photographic work of Verónica
Gabriela Cardenas as a photographic archive of “feeling brown.”  I first introduce the notion of flowing
browness through Cárdenas’s latest photographic series, Del Rio, which documents the 2021 migrant
caravan of Haitians as they arrived at the Mexico-U.S. border. I read these caravans, originally connected
to Las estaciones del Viacrucis, the Stations of the Cross or Way of Sorrows, as contemporary crossings
of bodies of colors, in which the “cross” symbolizes different aspects of migration. In the second section, I
discuss Muñoz’s notion of feeling brown with attention to two main issues, brownness as shared sense of
harm and brownness as commons. Moreover, I read Cárdenas’s photographs as carnal in so far as they
are the sensory circuits through which feeling brown is transmitted and in their disclosure of the
intertwining of selves and worlds.

About:
Mariana Ortega’s (she/her) research focuses on questions of self, identity, and relationality as well as
visual representations of race, gender, and sexuality. She is author of In-Between: Latina Feminist
Phenomenology, Multiplicity, and the Self (SUNY, 2016).  She is co-editor with Andrea Pitts and José
Medina of Theories of the Flesh, Latinx and Latin American Feminisms, Transformation and Resistance
(Oxford University Press, 2020), and with Linda Martín-Alcoff of Constructing the Nation:  A Race and
Nationalism Reader (SUNY, 2009). Her new monograph, Carnalities, The Art of Living in Latinidad
examines the role of photography in practices of othering, self-transformation, memorialization, and
mourning in the context of Latinidad. It is forthcoming with DUKE.  She is currently finalizing an anthology
of phenomenology and aesthetics with Helen Fielding. She is the founder and director of the Latina/x
Feminisms Roundtable, a forum for Latina and Latin American feminisms.

Annie Ring (University of Oregon) and Beata Stawarska (University of Oregon): “Black Speaking
Subjects: Fanon’s Critique of Coloniality of Language in Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology”

Abstract:
We propose that Frantz Fanon’s analysis of language develops an immanent critique of Maurice Merleau-
Ponty’s phenomenology. Fanon transforms the phenomenological method to account for the Black
speaking subjects’ experience through a sociogenic account of language. While French metropolitan
intersubjectivity is modelled on harmonious reciprocity and reflects continuity between the family and
the state, relations between dominant and subjugated speaking subjects employ paternalism and
primitivism that reinforce coloniality. We develop the notion of a racialized and historicized language-
schema to capture Fanon’s analysis and envisage future critical phenomenologies of language.

About:
Beata Stawarska is Professor of Philosophy at the U. of Oregon. She is an author of Saussure’s Linguistics,
Structuralism, and Phenomenology (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020); Saussure’s Philosophy of Language as
Phenomenology (Oxford UP, 2015), and Between You and I. Dialogical Phenomenology (Ohio UP, 2009), as
well as several essays in contemporary European Philosophy, Feminist Philosophy (esp. Feminist
Phenomenology and Black Feminism), and Africana Philosophy (esp. Fanon’s conception of actional
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subjectivity). Recent recipient of Fellowships at the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Studies (STIAS) in
South Africa and the Institute for Advanced Studies in Nantes (France), Stawarska is an expert in
phenomenology, structuralism and post-structuralism, and feminism. She is currently at work on a
project of re-interpreting the untranslated theoretical writings by Leopold Sédar Senghor.

Annie Ring (she/her) is an ABD doctoral candidate in Philosophy at the University of Oregon. She is the
Assistant Managing Editor and Social Media Editor for Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy, and her
work has appeared in the CLR James Journal, Histoire Épistemologie Langage, and Analecta
Hermeneutica. Her dissertation, “Critical Feminist Phenomenology: Inhabiting and Embodying Systems of
Meaning,” addresses the ways that language and mythology influences our habits of perception and
embodied expression. Please see her website annaleering.com for more details.
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